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HAPPY NEW YEAR
2019

J. Marshall Associates and families wish you and your familiy  
great health and happiness in 2019.

There’s a new Boy Scout in town

Christian Butterfield

JMA Supporting our Veterans

Annual Clothing Drive Drop Off

History Repeats Itself: Shocked or Predictable
2018 saw volatility return to the market in a big way.  We saw more 1% swings in the S&P 500 by April then we did for the entire 2017 trading 
year.  From September to December we saw the S&P 500 drop by 19.8% just short of the 20% widely considered to be the measure of a 
bear market.  And to make matters worse on Christmas Eve we saw the Dow Jones Industrial Average drop by 2.9% breaking a record set 
all the way back in 1918.  

We had hoped that 2019 would start off better but so far volatility remains a consistent theme.  With all the volatility and uncertainty swirling 
around the markets people are left wondering when things will get better.  

Excluding the Great Depression Era when people truly learned how bad it can get in the market, from 1929 to 2009 there have been 15 bear 
markets,  these bear markets have averaged 18.1 months in length, and on average it has taken 3.6 years for the investor to make up for 
that lost time.

Investors cannot directly invest in indices. Past performance does not guarantee future results. 



Contact the office 
at 508.673.3300 or 
speak with your 

advisor for details.
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Our success comes from referrals from 
our valued clients, please consider 
sharing us with your family and friends. 

Becoming a Select Club Member. is as 
easy as providing a referral that results 
in a client meeting.  The first referral 
initiates your membership and each 
additional referral in 2018 that results in 
a client meeting will be an entry into the 
Select Club quarterly drawing.  

BECOME A SELECT
 CLUB MEMBER

Firestorms, tornadoes, hurricanes: these are just a few of the possibilities that can force you to suddenly and 
unexpectedly leave your home. When disaster strikes, it’s crucial that you act quickly. How can you be prepared 
for such an emergency evacuation? 

Creating a family evacuation and communication plan ahead of time is critical. Make sure the plan addresses 
safety issues such as shutting off the utilities or the care of pets or disabled family members. Know the local hazards of your area and the 
designated meeting places or evacuation routes within your community. Select an out-of-area contact that you can reach and help you 
coordinate efforts in case of separation. 
 
The next step to preparing for an emergency is assembling an emergency supplies kit for your home or car. Use a plastic tub, suitcase, 
backpack or other container to store items for your kit and update it from time to time. Make sure the kit is easily accessible. FEMA 
recommends including these necessary items: enough canned food and drinking water for at least three days, a battery-powered radio, 
flashlight, extra batteries, first aid kit, whistle, dust mask, moist towelettes, wrench or pliers, can opener, prescriptions, cell phone and 
chargers. You can find this list as well as additional recommended items for a kit at:  http://www.ready.gov/basic-disaster-supplies-kit. 

You may already know to store your important personal, legal and financial documents in a fireproof safe. But it’s also wise to put copies of 
these documents in a waterproof bag and include this in your emergency supplies kit. Important documents can be scanned and saved to 
an external device. Small business owners should back up computer files regularly and keep original and important documentation in an 
off-site location. Consider taking pictures of valuable objects or making a video recording with your smart phone or other device showing 
each room of your home or small business to aid with insurance filings later.

To further maintain financial stability during an emergency, consider taking the time to complete the Emergency Financial First Aid Kit 
(EFFAK). Created by FEMA, this simple tool can be used to organize your financial documents and statements and act as a quick reference 
file. Step-by-step instructions are provided for how to protect your personal assets. Fill out the EFFAK and store a copy in a safety deposit 
box at a bank or give to your attorney in a sealed envelope to be opened with your approval. 

For more information about emergency preparedness, visit the FEMA website or Ready.gov, or contact your local Red Cross chapter.

Are you Prepared for an Emergency?

The Financial Planning Hour
Join Richard Bassett from 1 - 2 pm every Monday 
for his weekly radio show on WSAR1480.  Stay 
in the know on relevant topics that are defining 
the American economy, as well as discussions on 
financial planning.

For these reasons J. Marshall Associates has and always will take a top down approach to financial planning.  We take great pride in the 
lengths we go to identify risk tolerance, time horizon, and investment objectives for every potential client we meet.  By utilizing a bucket 
approach to investing we can allocate funds to different investments that react differently based on current market conditions.  Some 
investments focus on growth, or liquidity while others focus on preservation and income.  

At the end of 2019 we will have a clear picture of exactly how the market performed but if you’re like many the daily grind will wear you down.  
Proper investment allocation is our best tool to combat market volatility.  The media loves to scare people, but with our help if you have 
allocated your investments properly, this too shall pass.  We suggest taking us up on our annual review program and make sure to remain 
consistent to your investment goals.  

Investments in securities do not offer a fix rate of return. Principal, yield and/or share price will fluctuate with changes in market conditions 
and, when sold or redeemed, you may receive more or less than originally invested.  No system or financial planning strategy can guarantee 
future results. 


